
  
 

Minutes of OARS Annual Meeting June 26, 2019 

 

Held at:  Pompositticut Community Center, Stow 
Attendees: 

   Board:  Dick Lawrence, Marty Moran, Allan Fierce, Pam Rockwell, Paul Goldman, Bob Donelan, 

Pete Shanahan, Don Burn, Paul Fitzgerald 

      Staff:  Alison Field-Juma, Julia Khorana, Ben Wetherill 

Regrets:  Lisa Vernegaard, Ingeborg Hegemann 

OARS members and members of the public 

 

Board President Allan Fierce opened the meeting at 7:00 PM.  

Minutes:  Minutes of the 2018 Annual Meeting were reviewed and approved by unanimous vote of the 

members present. 

Financial Report (Allan Fierce). Allan reviewed OARS’ financial status, concluding that OARS is in 

a strong financial position. Changes to federal tax laws could impact OARS donations.  The Financial 

Report was accepted by unanimous vote of members present. 

Election of Board Members: The Nominating Committee presented a slate of candidates for election 

or re-election to the Board for the standard 3-year term.  Current members of “Board Group B” (Don 

Burn, Lisa Vernegaard), and new nominee Paul Fitzgerald were presented for consideration and voting 

by members present.  There were no candidate nominations from the floor.  A motion to approve the 

slate of three candidates was advanced and seconded, and the vote passed unanimously. 

Special Recognition for many years of sampling for OARS Water Quality program was offered to 

Citizen Science volunteers Fred Yen and David Downing.  A framed photograph of the Assabet River 

was presented to each.  

Executive Director’s Report:  Alison Field-Juma highlighted OARS’ activities in the past year, 

including: 

• Water quality sampling and testing in all three watersheds, demonstrating steady downward trend 

in phosphate concentrations in the Assabet River; 

• Riverfest and other celebrations of our rivers; 

• Wild & Scenic Film Festival in Maynard in March, and 32nd Annual River Cleanup in 

September; 

• Annual Legislative Breakfast with local legislators to review legislative priorities and state 

budget; 

• Improved access to our rivers with the completion of the three-river recreation guide; 

• Advocated for legislation to help with eradication of invasive species; 

• Programs with young people and schools; and 

• New Water Quality Scientist (Ben Wetherill) hired this year. 

After the business meeting, Alison gave a presentation with guided activities to launch OARS’ River 

Report Card. 

Notes taken by: DL 

ED review:  11/14/20    

Pres. review:  11/15/20 

Approved on: _____ 


